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called the Defaulting Authorities Bill, "but in-
stantly nicknamed the Welsh Coercion Bill. This
Bill provided that, where a Welsh County Council
refused rate aid to a Voluntary School, the
Treasury should have the right to pay the money
direct to the Church Schools. They were to
deduct it from the Parliamentary Grant, thus
compelling the County Councils to make up out
of the rates the loss to their own " provided "
schools.
It was an ingenious proposal; but it reckoned
without the spirit of Wales under the leadership
of Mr. Lloyd George,
The Bill did not pass through the House until
the close of the Session of 1904. The ef Kan-
garoo" Closure was called for by Mr. Balfour
and granted by Mr. Lowther from the Chair.
There was a scene of passion. Once more (as in
1896) Mr. Lloyd George refused to leave the
House. Mr. Lowther brought to bear that in-
vincible good-humour of his, and Mr. Asquith
suggested another and a better way. In the
result, the whole Liberal Party, headed by Mr.
Asquith, accompanied Mr. Lloyd George and
his Welshmen in a solemn exodus from the
House. Such incidents were not likely to make
Wales more conciliatory.
In October Mr. Lloyd George definitely raised
the flag of defiance against this Coercion Act.
He persuaded a gathering of 600 representa-
tives of Education Authorities, assembled at
Cardiff, to agree on a refusal to surrender.
In the memorable speech he made on this
occasion h,e carried, the war into the enemy's